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Rights Projects: A Relational
Sociology of Rights in
Globalization

Minwoo Jung'

Abstract

Building on and extending relational sociology, this article establishes a relational sociology
of rights. | argue that rights should not be viewed as substances but as social constructs that
derive their meanings and significance within a relational setting. To illustrate how rights are
constructed relationally, | introduce a new analytic concept: the rights project, the context-
specific endeavor of marginalized communities to envision, claim, and achieve rights on their
own terms and in their own ways. The relational construction of rights projects occurs locally,
regionally, and globally. The concept of the rights project demonstrates how marginalized
communities undertake diverse political and cultural endeavors tailored to specific relational
contexts, developing distinct goals, priorities, and strategies in the name of rights. A relational
sociology of rights allows us to gain a more nuanced understanding of the conditions of
possibility for marginalized communities beyond the Euro-American registers of rights.
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Quiet politics: Queer
organizing in corporate
Singapore

Minwoo Jung
Loyela University Chicage, USA

Abstract

How could queer activism for social change be possible in an authoritarian but neoliberal
environment! VWhat does neoliberalism imply for queer struggles in non-Western contexts where
liberal democracy is absent or non-existent? This article introduces the concept of ‘quiet politics”
to establish a new theoretical lens for understanding queer organizing under global capitalism.
Drawing on ethnographic fieldwork and interview data on the rise of corporate diversity activism
in Singapore, it analyzes how queer employees navigate the contradictions of necliberal capitalism
in multinational corporations. The concept of quiet politics helps us understand the nuanced
ways in which queer subjects ‘quietly’ mobilize themselves through a negotiation of neoliberalism,
queer politics, and the authoritarian government that persecutes homosexuality. In doing so, this
article challenges the Western notion of queer liberalism and sheds new light on the complex
entanglement of neoliberal capitalism, corporate diversity, contentious politics, and queer
activism from a global perspective.
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ABSTRACT

This article provides a critical overview of neoliberalism scholarship from a queer sociological perspective. Despite m:
neoliberalism scholarship neglecting sexuality as a system of intersecting power relations, sociologists of sexuali

explored how neoliberalism reshapes the state, market, society, and subjectivity concerning sex, intimacy, and sexua

Highlighting the intersection of the sociology of sexualities with transnational feminist and queer studies, as well as er

studies, I advocate for a refined understanding of sexuality as integral to neoliberalism’s operations with empire, col

and racial capitalism. I suggest areas for future research to further develop this understanding, including the empha:

variegated nature of necliberalism, its ambivalence and contradictions, and its promiscuous convergence with other

social, and cultural formations. This article ultimately calls for a queer political economic analysis in the continued en;

including s gz, digital and platform ecgg ate and reproductive ¢

with neoliberalism and its interactions with sexuality politics to understand new global challenges and secial transfo
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Imagining sovereign futures: the marriage equality

movement in Taiwan

Minwoo Jung

Department of Sociology, Loyela University Chicago, Chicago, IL, USA

ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY

How do social movements respond to geopolitical uncertainties Received 7 December 2020
and mobilize aspirations and imagined futures for progressive  Accepted 11 November 202
social change? Building on scholarship on social movernents and KEYWORDS

imagined futures, this article provides an empirical analysis of Imagined futures;
Taiwan's marriage equality movement as it navigated the shifting geapolitics; sovereignty;
horizon of the nation’s future. With the economic and diplomatic marriage equality; LGBT
rise of mainland China, Taiwan has confronted with an increasing movements
international isolation due to the nation’s lack of widespread exter-

nal legitimacy as a nation-state. Given this geopolitical context,

Taiwan's marriage equality movement not simply drew on the

globalized notion of equal rights for same-sex couples. Instead, it

rearticulated the meaning of ‘equality’ of sexual minorities in par-

allel to Taiwan's aspirational equal status as a nation-state in the

global sphere. Through the intimate entanglement of LGBT rights

claims and sovereign aspirations, the marriage equality movement

became a powerful emblem of the national vision that differen-

tiated Taiwan from mainland China. This article thus provides new

insights for scholarship on social movements and imagined futures,

geopolitics, and gender and sexual rights movements.
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Flexible masculinities:
Negotiating gender, sexuality,
and ethnicity in global Asia

Minwoo Jung
Loyola University Chicago, USA

Abstract

How do individuals navigate various forms of hegemonic masculinity as they traverse
different geographic and cultural boundaries! This article introduces the concept of
flexible masculinities to examine the increasing cultural demand and individual practice
of flexibility in gendered interactions in a globalized world. Taking a transnational
approach, this article contextualizes flexible masculinities under the advanced regime of
flexible accumulation, where ordinary individuals must navigate varied culturally specific
gender and sexuality regimes due to changing conditions of transnational mobility,
communication, and interactions. Drawing on multi-sited and embodied ethnography
from global queer Asia, this article explores the flexible negotiation of masculinities in
multiple geographic and cultural contexts amid global and regional social changes. The
concept of flexible masculinities highlights how distinct configurations of masculinity
arise in different geographies, prompted by shifts in global capitalism, social movements,
and cultural flows, and how transnational subjects mobilize flexible embodiments of
their gender, sexuality, and ethnicity to achieve a sense of respectability, belonging, and
desirability. By doing so, this article advances a transnational, intersectional, and queer
intervention to our understandings of masculinities.

Keywords
embodled ethnography embodiments, flexibility, global ethnography, hegemonic
Biales, positionality, queer
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Abstract

How do sexual minorities navigate and negotiate with na-
tionalism? While some scholars consider nationalism as a
primarily exclusionary force against sexual minorities, how
might we understand sexual minorities’ engagement with
nationalism? | address these questions by exploring the stra-
tegic deployment of sexual and national identities of LGBT
movements through the case study of Singapore's annual
LGBT-inclusive event, Pink Dot. In response to the authori-
tarian and heteronormative state's construction of sexual
minorities as non-national Others, Pink Dot maobilizes both
sexual and national identities in an effort to forge a space of
inclusion while ensuring its survival. By portraying itself as a
uniguely Singaporean event and espousing national identity
and belonging through symbolic and performative practices,
Pink Dot leverages national identity to minimize differences
from and foreground similarities to the majority. In this way,
sexual minorities in Singapore endeavor to embed them-
selves within the narratives of the nation and claim their le-

o ultaneously projg
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Queer theory impossible

Decolonizing the Global: Contested Cosmopolitanisr
Minwoo JUNG

Global Queer Activism

Department of Sociology and Women's and Gender Studies Program, Loyola University Chicago, Ch Minwoo Jung

Department of Sociology, Loyola University Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, USA

ABSTRACT KEYWO
This essay examines the institutional construction of “queer theory” as a field in Queer th ~ Correspondence: Minwoo Jung (mjung@luc.edu)
the United States and its translation and subsequent failure outside the U.S. :ansbtiﬂ Received: 7 August 2024 | Revised: 19 February 2025 | Accepted: 10 April 2025
§ R " . . agemor
DESPIITE presentlng itself as a critical field of Ll L e Ihecrry has been empire Keywords: Asia | decolonial sociology | globalization | LGBTQ movements | queer activism

centered in the most privileged institutions in the global North, primarily in
the US. | investigate how US-centric queer theory has built upon the
international division between "theory” and "case,” rooted in colonial science
and knowledge preduction, particularly in relation to sexuality and race. To
address these issues, | analyze the controversy surrounding the publication
and translation of the edited volume, Queer Korea, frem Duke University
Press's acclaimed Perverse Modernities series, focusing on research ethics
and hegemonic whiteness. | argue that this controversy demonstrates how
contemporary US-centric queer theory appropriates and capitalizes on the
language of “decentering,” “provincializing,” or “decolonizing” at the
expense of marginalized queer lives, struggles, and knowledge outside the U.5.

ABSTRACT

In the last decade, the “decolonial turn” has gained prominence across academic disciplines, challenging inherer|
knowledge paradigms. Extending these conversations, this paper critically investigates the notion of “the gl
decolonial perspective. Decolonial scholars criticize the mainstream conceptualization of cosmopolitanism for its
and advocate for alternative forms of cosmopolitanism. This paper builds on this decolonial scholarship and €
various local actors make sense of and give meaning to the contested category of “the global” in understanding, art|
addressing their visions for social change. Drawing from ethnographic research on queer activism in South Kore;
the coexistence and contestation between two forms of cosmopolitanism—metrocentric and provincial—and sug
understand non-Western activists as producers of anticolonial thought from below. By doing so, this paper contribi
scholarship on globalization, cosmopolitanism, and decolonial thought.

Jyoti Puri'(®), in conversation with
Sa’ed Atshan?(’), Minwoo Jung®(),
and Zine Magubane*

Keywords

empires, tacamgexuality, gender
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EMERGENBY m This roundtable reflects on the ten years since Feminism Reboot

(2015), a pivotal moment in feminist and queer politics, activism,
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o ALFIO| AHOIA I RRICE
_ Q&R yAp 161 IR{ B OFLIZF ERFQUFA|, MNLE AfRIIR LOR HE
Bzl REX BAQ IT (Solomon 2022)
_ GHRI QI XFQIOl OFLIZF JQL1 KIOKAJQ TIHEO 2 OF KIOLK, XHQI01 O I
(Brown 1995, “wounded attachments”)
_ KIKIOI LEL) QUOHTH QI HOLIEIQ| OO} HAL AfAL OfEk LON OOk

(Berlant 201 I; Puar 2017)

— KHIQE HFJOI0] AYAFOIA THiE OJ0L I HIHLO L LHDY (Joronen & Rose
2021), KIOEAY Of2F AHDIAJOl OIDI AFOIEITFO) K HON CHOH KLDOHHI OF

(Solomon 2022)



o ALRIQIOIL O§QIOF JEL

— REMOLOTL TP (acts of wounding): X9 HAUIEIZ

I\J’-t'lOl!lUlj’d\&-klOl!lg OI% (the Wounded)’g IZIII_-ELI.= %EIF_II’

I\A-F&K{ Follx-l Ki EEEII

— RMOIOIL IX (structures of wounding): XHI®HH
HOLIEIZ OJ4 K02 «A;AIOL0 OIL 2 DFCL ML DOHK
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5|2 (REPARATION)

o HIGHR, LOHOI BYAL (Sedgwick 1997;Wiegman 2014)

. O{AFK| HFJOIONA HIZLI QIOHLE AOHON CHOF HALO QIOF
27aH MLEX AL (Agozino 2021; Menkel-Meadow
2007)

o QIO QITF OLALH, AL (Chambers-Letson 2006; Kim
2006; Son 201 8)

EMBODIED RECKONINGS

“Comfort Women,” Performance, and Transpacific Redress

Elizabeth W. Son
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o TTH KERLO RMOI (RYLD)

EEARL K19 O AL eRI0N AL B (Kim 2017)

— DIZOr QLO) KIAIQ) O 2IEQr KIGLMIE] I (| o0 9007)

%QJ‘H o] Ko Kl—‘ll]ll_-El(_)J TIIﬁOil WHE] AIRFQ ROIR KA (Chun

& Han 2015; Kang & Abelmann 201 |; Song 2007) 1= /%L
Aéog’ gc_‘ugolt, ALY O&: _;_lQl-Oil x—'lnﬂql_' gotxgqt KA (ChO 2022’
Choi 2022; Jung 2017)

o ¢K{LOI OLAJON JHIAY

OlJ

_ K{Ld BiEO| OIAJOH THIR| ALAL

CULTURE AND PROTEST _ ck-olLE KA CH» thl El:l'-EOilI\'l O=II\-OII|- Ix-olé_éxl-_o_l HH &l (Hﬂg‘g 20'5
IN COLD WAR SOUTH KOREA RAE 2019)

CHARLES R. KIM
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2014; % 2021)
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A 2Ol THERL (KJHO-"L Q1 2014; g4 2020)
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