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Civil society has shaped and sustained South Korea’s democracy over the past four decades. While 

the nation’s citizens have shown remarkable resilience, recent challenges have put the democratic 

system to the test. The younger generations, historically at the forefront of democratic movements, 

are now influencing discussions on local and global issues in innovative ways. These shifts can be 

viewed from two key perspectives: first, the evolving methods of amplifying voices through 

digitalization and online platforms, and second, the emerging focus on new challenges, such as 

environmental concerns and the risks of AI-generated content. Youth and university movements have 

introduced innovative protest strategies, utilizing popular music, playlists, and social media to spread 

information and support. Beyond the demonstrations that have taken place in the second half of 2024, 

a recent challenge has been about climate change lawsuits filed by young people, including children, 

accusing the government of human rights violations, culminating in a landmark ruling by the 

Constitutional Court in August 2024. The study analyzes how social movements influence legal and 

cultural change (demosprudence), highlighting how new challenges and tools have shaped the 

approach of younger generations over time in addressing local and global issues on democracy and 

human rights. 
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